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Established in Springfield,
Mass., in 1938, Local 1459
of the United Food and
Commercial Workers
International Union represents
the interests of its members in
the workplace and the
community in western
Massachusetts and Vermont.
The UCFW was formed in
June 1979 from the merger
of the Retail Clerks
International Union and
Amalgamated Meat Cutters
and Butcher Workmen of
North America, creating the
largest affiliated union in the
AFL-CIO. Mergers with the
Barbers, Beauticians and
Allied Industries International
Association and United Retail
Workers Union followed in
1980 and 1981.

The records of UFCW Local
1459 include the 1979
constitution and merger
agreement with UFCW,
contracts with local businesses,
and several issues of the
newsletter, The Union Leader,
both before and after
chartering with UFCW.
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Established in Springfield, Mass., in 1938, Local 1459 of the United Food and Commercial

Workers International Union represents the interests of its members in the workplace and the

community in western Massachusetts and Vermont. The UCFW was formed in June 1979 from the

merger of the Retail Clerks International Union and Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher

Workmen of North America, creating the largest affiliated union in the AFL-CIO. Mergers with the

Barbers, Beauticians and Allied Industries International Association and United Retail Workers

Union followed in 1980 and 1981. The union negotiates for health insurance, pensions, strong

wages, and job security for its members and represents the voice of its workers in the community.

C O N T E N T S  O F  C O L L E C T I O N

The records of UFCW Local 1459 include the 1979 constitution and merger agreement with

UFCW, contracts with local businesses, and several issues of the newsletter, The Union Leader, both

before and after chartering with UFCW.
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Merger of Amalgamated Meat  Cutters  and UCFW.
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